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anxiety, and care cannot exist in the mind 
that bas absolute confidence in the omnipo- 
tent Father. 

Now let as consider briefly the scope of 
this absolute trust. 

He whose mind is stayed on God will trust 
in him for the things necessary for his physi- 
cal welfare. By this I do not mean that he 
will cease to provide for himself and wait up- 
on God for food and raiment. But I mean 
that he will not worry about what he shall 
eat and what he shall drink and what he shall 
wear to-morrow, next week, next year. He 
will go on busily performing the duties of 
today and leave the future to him who feeds 
the fowls of the air and arrays the lilies in 
garments more beautiful than the apparel of 
Solomon. 

Would that we all would have this trust,— 
that we would cease wasting in anxiety for 
the future the energy that we should use in 
performing present duties. The present is 
all that we can call our own. The past is 
gone and we have no assurance that we shall 
see the future. 

Somehow, it seems hard for many of us to 
learn the lesson that Christ taught that morn- 
ing on the hillside. We know that God 
cares for the grass, for the flowers and for 
the birds, and yet we doubt that he will care 
for us who are more than these. We know 
that he created us,—that he gave us life, and 
yet we doubt that he will sustain it. We 
know that he arrayed .the earth in grandeur 
and beauty all for the enjoyment of man, and 
yet we doubt that he will give us the bare 
necessities of life. We seem to deny God's 
providence in the very face of the abundance 
that he has provided for us. No wonder 
that Christ said. "O ye of little faith." 

Will we not stay our minds upon God and 
remove this doubt ? Then there will be no 
anxiety about food and raiment for tomor- 
row, but we will go out day after day and, 
like the children of Israel, gather the manna 
that God has provided for us. It was just 
enough for one day but those wandering 
children knew that if God could provide for 
today he could also provide for tomorrow. 

Christ taught us to pray, "Give us this 
day our daily bread." Not this week or this 
month, but this day. It is his way to grant 
us blessings just as we need them, and we 
can feel assured that if we trust in him, and 
use the means Within our reach, he will never 
leave us in actual want. He will always find 
the handful of meal in the barrel and the lit- 
tle oil in the cruse. 

He whose mind is stayed on God will also 
trust in him for guidance. 

The path of righteousness is dark to many 
Christians. They cannot see clearly the will 
of God and are continually perplexed as to 
what he would have them do. In their un- 
certainty they are misled by many false 
lights and often wander into by-ways. They 
hardly know when they are in the right path 
and often stand still when it lies plainly be- 
fore them. 

If this is your condition, the fault lies with 
you and not with God.    He who gave the 
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cloudy pillar by day and the pillar of fire by 
night to guide the children of Israel will 
surely not leave you to wander aimlessly 
thru the wilderness of sin. He who bung 
out the star to lead the wise men to the 
birth place of Jesus will surely light up your 
path as you try to follow in the steps of the 
Master. 

Go to his Word, for the psalmist has 
said, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and 
a light unto my path." It is largely thru 
his word that God reveals his will. Some- 
times it will so illumine your path that you 
can go forward rapidly and make great head- 
way. But again it will be but a lamp unto 
your feet, showing you only the next step 
and allowing you to go but slowly. But of 
one thing you can be assured : it will never 
leave you altogether in darkness. There 
will always be light enough to take one more 
step. 

The Bible contains portrayals of all types 
and all characters. It is replete with the 
acts of men and women followed by God's 
approval or disapproval. Search it; find 
your type and see if you are walking in a 
way acceptable to God. 

God, however, does not depend entirely 
upon his word as a means of guiding his peo- 
ple. He also guides us by his providence. 
He arranges chains of circumstances that 
lead us where he would have us go. He 
closes gates that we, following our own in- 
clinations, would pass thru, and opens up 
others that he in his infinite wisdom and 
foresight sees will lead to better things. 

Yes, he has made ample provision for our 
guidance but we must trust. It is only the 
child that trusts,—the child whose will is 
merged in God's who can read his provi- 
dence. God's light cannot penetrate the 
wall of self will. 

If you attempt to walk the narrow path 
without God's light, you will surely lose your 
way. If you build according to your own 
plans without seeking God's directions, you 
may make it necessary for him to tear down 
your work. 

Seek God's guidance and then with a sur- 
rendered will follow it. If he closes up a 
gate that you would fain pass thru, do not 
attempt to climb over it or batter it down 
with the bowlders of selfish purpose. If you 
are sent to Ninevah, do not take ship for 
Tarshish or you will surely be overtaken by 
a storm and thrown overboard to be swal- 
lowed and carried back to duty by a whale. 

Stay your mind on God, make his will 
your will, and he will guide your feet in the 
way of peace. 

He whose mind is stayed on God will trust 
in him for strength and power. 

Weakness is our greatest drawback to the 
living of a righteous life. We all want to be 
like Christ but so many of us still feel like 
Paul when he said, "For the good that I 
would, I do not; but the evil which I would 
not, that I do." There are duties that we 
know are ours and we feel impelled to per- 
form them, but our good intentions and no- 
ble impulses are lost   for  want  of courage. 
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There are temptations that confront us every 
day and we yield because we are too weak 
to overcome them. We try to influence 
others and lift them up to higher things but 
we fail for lack of power. 

How many of us are having just such an 
experience ? Many of us, I am sure. But 
we need not be discouraged. 

Paul, altho he did give utterance  to the 
language quoted a moment ago,  also said, 
"When I am  weak, then am I strong."    It 
sounds contradictory but Paul knew what he 
was talking about when he spoke that para- 
dox.    He had prayed  that God would re- 
move his infirmities  and  had   received this 
answer : "My grace is sufficient for thee; 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness." 
This was a new thought to Paul; that God's 
grace  would  supply  what he lacked ; that 
God would  enter  the heart  that   felt   its 
weakness and there make perfect his strength 
and power; that he who is weakest in him- 
self can be strongest in the Lord.    This rev- 
elation gave Paul a different view of things. 
He had  once  considered   his  infirmities a 
hindrance,   but now he gloried in them be- 
cause the insignificance of his own strength 
only made God's gift of power the greater. 

You and I may have this gift.    However 
weak we may be, God's grace is sufficient for 
us.    He will enter into our hearts and there, 
in the place of our weakness, will make per- 
fect    his    strength   and   power.    But   this 
blessing,   like  all   the  greater  blessings,  it 
conditioned  upon a complete  surrender of 
self and an opening up of the soul to the full 
possession  of   the   Savior.    Every   barrier 
must be broken down   and   every hindrance 
removed.    Peter,   who  trembled before the 
glance of a Jewish maiden and thrice denied 
his  Lord,    afterward   became  so   bold   in 
preaching the  resurrection   that  no earthly 
power  could  close   his   mouth.    But   this 
change came only after those hours of pray- 
er and fasting that reached their climax on 
the Day of Pentecost. 

If you would have this blessing, stay your 
mind on God. Yield yourself wholly into 
his hands and then trust in him. Trust in 
him not only for strength to sustain you and 
give you victory over temptation and sin, 
but trust in him for power ; power to reach 
out to others and lift them up ; power to 
touch the eyes of the spiritually blind that 
they may receive their sight and behold the 
light of the gospel and the way of salvation ; 
power that all who come in contact with you, 
tho they but touch the hem of the garment 
of your influence, may be made better by the 
virtue that flows out from your life. 

We have already said that this trust,—this 
absolute confidence in God will bring us 
peace ; but we have said nothing concerning 
the qualities of this peace. 

Isaiah tells us that it will be a perfect 
peace. It will be a peace that defies de- 
scription,—yea, that passeth even under- 
standing. No cares will burden, no anxiety 
will worry, no fears will disturb the soul that 
has this peace ; for its all will have been left 
in the hands of the Savior. 


